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ANNIE MURPHY TALKS DUAL ROLE ON NEW AMC SERIES
KEVIN CAN F**K HIMSELF IN EMMY

(NOHO ARTS DISTRICT, Calif. — June 15, 2021) — Despite six seasons on the
critically acclaimed Pop TV series Schitt’s Creek, Emmy Award-winning actress
Annie Murphy didn’t know when she would be cast in another project. Then the
script for the AMC series Kevin Can F**K Himself came her way. Murphy, along with
show’s creator, talks to emmy about the eight-episode series with a uniquely “split
personality.” The award-winning official publication of the Television Academy hit
newsstands today.

The arts played an important role in Murphy’s upbringing in Ottawa where she
developed a desire to perform at an early age. It began when she was cast in her
second-grade play and evolved into numerous roles in community theater
throughout her youth. At 22, she cemented her love of acting with a theater
performance degree from Concordia University in Montreal, which led her to Los
Angeles for her first pilot season. “I went out in a terrified ball of nerves,” Murphy
recalls. “I didn't know anybody, didn’t know the city, didn’t have a visa ....”

Years later, as Schitt’s Creek was winding down, the actress found herself in the
midst of pilot season again. “Even with the success of the show, I was still waiting
by my phone; and it wasn't ringing,” Murphy says. “That was fine in seasons four
and five, but when season six came around and it was just crickets, I was like,
‘Well, this might've been it.”” It wasn’t long before Murphy was cast in a lead role in
Kevin Can F**K Himself, which juxtaposes the production styles of the traditional
multi-cam sitcom and edgy single-camera drama as a device to comment on the
trope of put-upon TV wives married to boorish husbands. “It was not only unique
and exciting—it was about something. It was such a weight off and such a sigh of
relief when I read this script.”

Murphy now finds herself at the top of the call sheet. In the emmy cover story
“Split Decision,” Dan McDermott, president of original programming for AMC
Networks and co-president of AMC Studios, shares why she was cast. *“We spent
months looking at and auditioning and meeting actresses around the country—the
world, if you will,” says McDermott. "And when Annie showed up, everybody just
looked at each other and it was like, ‘She’s the one—this is her.” Annie’s qualities as
a person and an actress are so beautifully human and universal. It doesn't feel like
she’s acting. It feels like she’s inhabiting the part.”

Murphy, who plays disgruntled wife Allison McRoberts, is required to switch
between a laugh-tracked sitcom—in which her character is the butt of her
husband’s jokes—and a dark comedy in which Allison is plotting her husband’s



death. “At first blush it seems like a show about a toxic marriage,” says the show’s
creator, Valerie Armstrong. “"But to me it's about how women can save each other
from toxic situations. We are absolutely asking people to watch it and laugh. But
what I want you to do is laugh and then sort of cringe, like, ‘Wait, what did I laugh
at? What have I been laughing at? And at whose expense?’” As for Murphy, she
relished the opportunity to showcase her acting chops in this dual lead role. “I was
grateful that I wasn’t just a sitcom wife and that I get to be so much more than
that in this show.”

Additional feature highlights from the new issue include:

Michael Douglas and Kathleen Turner, stars of the award-winning Netflix comedy The
Kominsky Method, have been paired on screen since the ‘80s (Romancing the Stone;
The War of the Roses). In “Days of Mud and Roses” the veteran actors talk to
emmy about resurrecting their legendary on-screen chemistry.

In "Gimme Five!," five industry veterans from the Universal Studios Group and the
five emerging talents they support and mentor share their stories and advocate for
the importance of a hand up in the television business.

When the the producers of Genius: Aretha needed a costume designer, they turned
to Jennifer Bryan. In "With All Due Respect,” Bryan talks to emmy about the
inspiration behind the wardrobe for actress Cynthia Erivo—who plays singer Aretha
Franklin in the Nat Geo series—and her deep respect for the musical icon.

About emmy

Emmy, the official publication of the Television Academy, goes behind the scenes of
the industry for a unique insider’s view. It showcases the scope of television and
profiles the people who make TV happen, from the stars of top shows to the pros
behind the cameras, covering programming trends and advances in technology.
Honored consistently for excellence, emmy is a six-time Maggie Award winner as
Best Trade Publication in Communications or the Arts and has collected 52 Maggies
from the Western Publishing Association. Emmy is published 12 times per year and
is available on selected newsstands and at TelevisionAcademy.com for single print
and digital copies as well as subscriptions.
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